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Statement of Purpose 
“We care for God’s children of all ages by growing disciples who make disciples.” 

LOOK HOW FAR THE BUILDING HAS COME….. 
THE BUILDING TEAM HAS DONE AN INCREDIBLE JOB. 

Now it’s our turn….. 
To put it to good use and share God’s Love. 
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A Note From Pastor Mark 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ

How do we manage conflicts when it happens in the faith community?  

What happens when someone in the church behaves in a way that is 
harmful to others?  

What do we do if they are harmful to themselves?  

In the 18th Chapter of Matthew there is an offering made by which one 
is to confront a member who “sins.” What encompasses sin may be 
debated and a bit subjective and a controversy all its own. What’s most 
important is the fact that a dynamic is occurring that causes distress 
and distance in our relationship with someone. How do we handle it?  

In anger someone may say, “If you don’t like what is happening in our 
church, leave! Go find another church.” In such moments, people are 
excommunicated by anger and disrespect.  

On the other hand, when conflicts are never 
confronted in a church, people leave feeling 
defeated and ignored, excommunicated by 
neglect. These are challenges facing faith 
communities every day. It is a challenge 
because every church is filled with people.   

How does love triumph over such challenges?  

Matthew’s Gospel points us to a process by 
which to be reconciled with another person. If you have an issue with 
someone, go to them and tell them what they have done to harm the 
relationship. If they don’t agree, then bring two or more witnesses so 
that the conversation can be witnessed by others to confirm the 
problem.  

This follows a Jewish legal requirement described in Deuteronomy 
19:15. It protects against bearing false witness against someone when 
an accusation is made. In a world filled with e-mails, text messages, 
tweets and Instagrams, there are times when it is important for face to 
face human interaction. God knew it, so God sent Jesus. 

A very wise and gentle pastor once told me that when a person who 
loves you confronts you about a bad behavior, it is more likely to result 
in change and restoration than when a person who is perceived to be 
uncaring does the same.  

Confronting one another out of love grows relationships deeper through 
honest and trustworthy conversation. We believe love really does get 

(Continued on page 3) 

Love  
Triumphs 
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lived out in Christian community. A dad shared with me last week he 
felt “the church was one place where unconditional love was lived 
out for his children to see.”  It is love’s vision to reconcile the sinner 
to Christ. When we live these principles, faith grows and community 
flourishes.  

How do you deal with the reality of human failings and conflict? How 
is love expressed and lived in your life?  

A prayer to pray in relationship to Christ and others…Through your 
love, O Lord, we seek reconciliation and new life each day. Help us 
to be reconciled in our significant relationships through the gifts of 
grace and mercy sufficient for every day. Amen. 

Peace, 

Pastor Mark 

(Continued from page 2) 

With the coming of September, comes the 
opportunity to intentionally grow in our faith, which is 
part and parcel of what it means to follow Jesus.  So 
on Sunday, September 9, Sunday school begins 
anew!  Good news for everyone, kids and adults 
alike.  For it's an opportunity to learn, to question, to 
be challenged, to learn something new, something 
we may have never considered before.  So what's happening for 
adults this fall? 

On Sunday, September 9, and on Wednesday, September 12, we'll 
begin exploring the person of the Apostle Paul.  Who was 
he?  Where did he come from?  How is it that he went from being the 
great persecutor of the church to being it's most influential 
evangelist?  After all, besides Jesus, Paul has had a greater influence 
on our faith than anyone else.  Following then an introduction to Paul 
himself, each week we'll explore one of his 13 letters, asking what's 
behind each: the history, the issues, the struggles and joys.  Why did 
he write to the Romans, Corinthians, Thessalonians, and so on?   And 
what are some the passages of each that have shaped the faith we 
proclaim today?  On Sundays we meet at 10:20 and 
on Wednesdays we meet at 11:00. Come join us!    

Pastor Bill 

Adult Education News 

A Note From Pastor Mark Continued 
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Recently I attended the NI synod 
Assembly held at Augustana College.  The 
entire two days was wonderful as I met 
new people and reconnected with old 
friends.  There were workshops, key note 
speakers, business conducted and times 
of worship; and I enjoyed it all.  But there 
was one thing that captured the attention of my mind and my spirit, 
and it has been in my thoughts ever since then.   

Rev Craig Nessen of Wartburg Theological Seminary, was one of 
the keynote speakers.  He asked if we remembered the old song, “I 
love to tell the story…of Jesus and his love”.  Then he asked the 
question that stays with me; “do you love to tell the story, or do you 
just love the story?”. Then he repeated it, “do you love to tell the 
story, or do you just love the story?”.  That question really took me 
by surprise.  I had never even considered that idea.   

Suddenly I realized that there is a big difference in loving the story 
and loving to tell the story!  Most of the time we “reserved” 
Lutherans love the story of Jesus.  It is close to and encapsulated in 
our hearts.  We cherish and celebrate Jesus’ journey from the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ministry Musings 

Adult Education - Bible 101 
Bible 101--again!  Last March, we 
introduced a one-day, four-hour 
presentation titled "Bible 101", where 
we explored the basics of the Bible: 
where it comes from, what it's 
supposed to do and not do, the 
languages in which it was written, 
why it's sometimes so challenging to 

read, and so on.  70 people joined us in March!  But several said they 
couldn't attend and asked that we offer it again.  So we 
are!  On Saturday, September 29, from 10:00-2:00, we'll repeat 
Bible 101.  There's a sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the old 
Crossroads, or you can sign up by sending an email 
to bwaxenberg@gmail.com. Coffee will be provided and you're invited 
to bring a brown bag for lunch.  Come join the fun!     

Pastor Bill 
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SUPPERS WITH LUTHER 

Ministry Musings Continued 

manger to the empty tomb.  It is a part of our lives, often as familiar 
as breathing.  But telling the story, no less loving to tell the story is 
a bit more unaccustomed in our lives of faith.  

Rev Nessen spoke of how we, the Christian in pew, are no less 
ministers than ordained clergy.  The job of telling the story belongs 
to all of us.  In fact, he said that our baptism is our ordination and 
called the ministry of the baptized the “work of God in pubic lives”.  
He also pointed out that we as a baptized people need to cross over 
the threshold of the sanctuary and into the streets with the story of 
Jesus and his love. 

St. Francis of Assisi is credited with saying, “Preach the Gospel at 
all times and when necessary use words”.  Our task as God’s 
“public life ministers” is to tell the story in word and deed.  We are 
good at the deed portion of our task.  Every time we care for the 
sick, the lonely, the homeless, the hungry, the fearful, the grieving, 
the youngest and the oldest, we are telling the story.  But we must 
not forget to “use our words” as well.  Those whom we serve need 
to hear that God loves them and welcomes them into the family and 
to his table. 

May God give us the desire and the daring to love to tell the story 
as much as we love the story. 

Donna Kelly 

(Continued from page 4) 

Are you new to the Lutheran tradition or has 
it been a while since confirmation? Come 
join us for Suppers With Luther where we 
will explore the basics of who Luther was 
and who we are as Lutherans. 
We will meet from 5:30 to 7:00 pm on Wed 
October 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, 31st and 
Nov 7th. Dinner will be available and the 
cost is $2 per person. So come and join us 
for learning, fun and fellowship (as well as a 
great dinner)!  

Contact: Donna Kelly, donna@sotpmail.com. 
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FOOD PANTRY 

Tඁංඌ Wൾൾ඄ൾඇൽ Iඍൾආඌ Nൾൾൽൾൽ:  
Cඈඇൽංආൾඇඍඌ, Tඈංඅൾඍ Pൺඉൾඋ, Cൺඇඇൾൽ Cඁංർ඄ൾඇ, 

Cඈඈ඄ංൾඌ, Cඈඈ඄ංൾඌ Oංඅ, Sඇൺർ඄ඌ 
 

A   ,     SOTP   "F  
P ”          . 

N඗කගඐඍකඖ IL F඗඗ඌ Bඉඖඓ 

Hඉඊඑගඉග Rඍඛග඗කඍ 

BARNABAS CAREGIVING MINISTRY 

The Barnabas Caregiving Ministry is off to a great 
start.  We have several ministers visiting 
congregation members and a hospital visitation 
team in place.  The ministers are being blessed as 
much as the care receivers as they share together 
in God’s love.  If you are aware of anyone who 
would enjoy a visit from one of our Barnabas Ministers, or if you 
would, please let us know. 

Contact: Donna Sorensen 224-858-4168  
or Donna Kelly 847-669-9448. 
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GRIEF JOURNEY 

If you have lost a loved one and would like to be 
part of a group that can provide support, comfort 
and ideas for journeying through this season of 
grief, we here at Shepherd of the Prairie would 
like to provide that kind of opportunity for you.  
There are no requirements, or need to commit to 
a specific length of time to attend nor that you 
must attend every session; you don’t even need 

to speak except to introduce yourself and tell us who you have lost.  
There is no charge for participation in this group.  
This group is for all who have lost a loved one whether it is a 
spouse, a parent, a sibling, a child, a grandchild, a friend or any 
other relational loss.  We will meet every other Monday evening, 
beginning August 13th from 6:30 to 8 pm.   
If you have any questions or to sign up, please contact Donna 
Kelly at donna@sotpmail.com or 214-676-1788 or through the 
church office. 

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
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BUILDING ON FAITH 

CALLING ALL 4TH ຺ 5TH GRADE GIRLS 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 
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MISSION TEAM NEEDS YOUR HELP 

MINISTRY SIGN UP AREA 
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BOOK CHATTERS  

NORTHERN IL FOOD BANK 
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SOTP OUTREACH FALL FEST 

SEPTEMBER IMPORTANT DATES 



12  

 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

Treasurer’s Report as of July 31, 2018 
 

July Report OperaƟng Income and Expenses are within the Annual Budget for Income 
and Expenses through July. ContribuƟons slightly exceeded expectaƟons with Income 
for the month of $63,966 and Expenses of $58,355 for the month and year‐to‐date 
expenses totaling $368,252 which is $36,106 below the budgeted amount. 
 

Building Fund The Building Fund Balance is $314,401 and ConstrucƟon Loan funds 
were used to pay construcƟon and interest costs.  During the month Forward in Faith 
donaƟons totaled $39,057 and year‐to‐date donaƟons totaled $329,008. The leƩer 
sent by Pastor Mark requesƟng members catch up on their pledges was very helpful. 
Building Fund construcƟon and interest expenses related to the new building were 
$266,981 for the month. 
 

Building on Faith DonaƟons  The Building on Faith Campaign resulted in donaƟons 
totaling $115,967 through July.  These funds are used to purchase furnishings for the 
new Sanctuary.  So far $105,429 has been used to purchase items in this program. 
 

Fixed Assets With construcƟon of the new building there has been a major increase in 
the Fixed Assets for Building and Grounds which is now at $6,773,799.   
 

General Fund     YTD Actual  YTD Budget     Over/Under 

  Income:   $ 432,019  $ 403,837    $   28,182 

  Expenses:  $ 368,252  $ 404,358    $  (36,106) 

  Net Income:  $   63,767 
 

  Fund Balance:  $ 211,006 (This is $84,000 higher than last year) 
 

Building Fund     Month Amt. 

  Income:   $ 430,991  

  Expenses:  $ 266,981 
 

  Fund Balance:  $ 314,401 

 

Respecƞully SubmiƩed, 
 

Daniel L. Wentzloff 

Church Treasurer 

D඗ Y඗ඝ Sඐ඗඘ 
Aඕඉජ඗ඖ? 
   

Shop AmazonSmile.   
When you select SOTP as your 
nonprofit, Amazon donates 0.5% of your eligible SOTP.  
  

We have received $677.39 so far toward the new building. 
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STAFF 
Pastor Mark Boster                  
847-515-2713 (Home)                

pastormark@sotpmail.com 
Pastor Bill Waxenberg               

Director of Adult Education          
pastorbill@sotpmail.com 

Greg Dowell                        
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator   

greg@sotpmail.com 

Jill Gillming                         
Little Lambs Preschool 

LittleLambs@sotpmail.com 
Tyler Greene                       

Contemporary Worship Leader                 
Tyler@sotpmail.com 

Donna Kelly                        
Connections Facilitator 
donna@sotpmail.com 

Daryl Laird 
Business Administrator 
Daryl@sotpmail.com 

Dennis Lilla                         
Technology Support Manager               

sotpmail.com 

Jane McMullen                      
Director of Music & Worship            

jane@sotpmail.com

Michelle Rankin                     
Office Manager           

michelle@sotpmail.com 
Dave Shotick                       

Accounting Administrator        
dave@sotpmail.com

Michael Waal                       
Organist/Piano Accompanist  
michael@sotpmail.com 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Bud Hansen, President 

Matt Greene, Vice President 
Amy Brittain, Secretary 

Dan Wentzloff, Treasurer 
Adam Adams 

Marlene Boehler 
Cliff Dungey 

Sheri Ott 
Nancy Ottinger 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS STAFF ຺ COUNCIL
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SEPTEMBER SCHEDULES 

 Sept 1 & 2 Sept 8 & 9 Sept 15 & 16 Sep 22 & 23 Sep 29 & 30 

Presiding Minister 
Pastor Bill 

Waxenberg 
Pastor Mark Boster 

Altar Flowers 

* Barb 
Hoppensteadt, 
in memory of 

the 1st 
anniversary of 
her grandson 
Alex’’s death 
* Sheldon & 

Elaine Lewis, 
celebrating their 

71st wedding 
anniversary 

    

Bulletin & 
Newsletter 

Folders 
FRI Becky Tuzik 

HELP NEEDED 
June Kobler 

Annette Carlson 

Marian 
Mesenbrink 
Becky Tuzik 

Barb Krmpotich 
Colleen Bender 

Alice Hallett 
Anita Bull 

Elaine Neukirch 
Donna Turner 

HELP NEEDED 

Coffee Hour 
Host 

 HELP NEEDED 

Coffee Hour 
Treats 

 

Communion 
Bread   SUN  Jill Brown Jeanne Henley P.J. Knudsen 

Carolyn 
Bergstrom 

Jenny 
Hollabaugh 

Communion 
Set Up & 

Take Down  

5:00 
SAT 

Sue Marriucci Barb Hoppensteadt 
Tom & Darlene Polzin   

9:00 
AM 

Donna 
Newbanks 
Jill Hoffman 

Adele Wogstad 
Judie Symbal 

Jackie Elkin 
Marilyn 

Schnake 

Judy Lindsey 
Sandy 

Schuessler 

Sue Blotch 
Gail Quam 

10:45 
AM 

Sandy Hupert 
Merrily Burkland 

Marlene 
Boehler 

Sandy Petersen 

Linda Jahr 
Donna Schnepff 

Jan & Don 
Koerner 

Pam & Darren 
Walloch 

Communion 
Stewards 

9:00 
AM  Jill Hoffman    

10:45 
AM   Elaine Neukirch   

Counters MON Warren Brody, Carl Hupert, Donna Turner, Marilyn Wilhelm 

Greeters 

HELP      
NEEDED  

5:00 
SAT 

Stevie Massei 
Karen Eckert 

Steve & Linda 
Murphy 

Sue Blotch  
Gail Quam 

Dorothy Wills 
Dottie Bobzin 
Dorothy Wills 

9:00 
AM 

Carol Engstrom 
Joanne Ward 
Dottie Bobzin 
Terry Halpin 

Carol Bletz 
Don Schneider 
Sue Wehnes 
Terry Halpin 

P.J. & Ron 
Knudsen 

Carol Roth 
Terry Halpin 

Barb Niemiec 
Carol Bletz 

Don Schneider 
Terry Halpin 

Donna & Harry 
Reynolds 

Cheryl Adams 
Terry Halpin 

10:45 
AM 

Bob & Carolyn 
Malm 

Marge Marlowe 

Bob & Carolyn 
Malm 

Jim & Barb 
Auwerda 

Bob & Carolyn 
Malm 

Marge Marlowe 

Bob & Carolyn 
Malm 

Marge Marlowe 
Marge Marlowe 

HELP NEEDED 
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Rejoice 
Worship 

Band 
10:45 AM 

VOCALS: Dana Turk, 
Jen Huston, Pam 

Walloch 
DRUMS: Mike 

Yndestad 

VOCALS: Chris 
Brittain, Kim Szekely, 
Jim  Rhode, Chelsea 

Greene 
GUITAR: Grant Jahr 

GUITAR: Grant Jahr 

VOCALS: Shonna 
Rankin, Payton Marx, 
Melissa Bala, Jacob 
Fiandalo, Chelsea 

Greene, Aly Johnson 
KEYBOARD: Allison 

McCann 
GUITAR: Trevor 

Dowell, Harry Choin 
DRUMS: Brian 

Buesing 

GUITAR: Grant Jahr 

SEPTEMBER SCHEDULES (C඗ඖග.) 
 Sept 1 & 2 Sept 8 & 9 Sept 15 & 16 Sep 22 & 23 Sep 29 & 30 

Ushers 

SAT     
5:00 PM 

DENIS 
MINUTILLO 

Carol Minutillo 
Vik Bekeris 

CAROL 
HARTMAN 

Sue Mattiucci 
Karen Eckert 

RANDI 
DAWSON 

Barb 
Hoppensteadt 
Karen Eckert 

CAROL 
HARTMAN 

Karen Eckert 
Barb 

Hoppensteadt 

SUN   
9:00 AM 

WAYNE 
SCHMIDT 

Walter Lempke 
John Jensen 
Warren Brody 

Carol Engstrom 

JACK CONTI 
Merlyn & 
Harriet 

Thompson 
Dick &  

Carol Gerhart 
Joanne 

Bychowsky 

VIK BEKERIS   
Dave & 

Sharon Stangle 
Joanne 

Bychowsky 

ED CUTTLE 
Carolyn Cuttle 

Harold & 
Joan Doege 

Ralph Wehnes 

SUN    
10:45 AM 

BOB 
MCDUFFEE 
Vik Bekeris 

Chuck Peterson 
Jacob Fiandalo 

MARK 
FRENDREIS 
Charlie Powe 
Vik Bekeris 

Sandi Stewart 
Todd Johnson 

JOHN 
BOEHLER 

Darren Walloch 
Don Koerner 

Jessica Panella 
Ron Mudge 

JODI DOWELL 
Jim & 

Marina Rhode 
Bob Mollis 

Ronda 
Shoemaker 
Kim Szekely 
Vik Bekeris 

Visuals 
9:00 AM  Josh Harding Josh Harding Josh Harding 

10:45 AM Chris Swanson Alan Torkelson Chris Swanson Chris Swanson 

Welcome 
Center 

9:00 AM     

10:45 AM     

Worship 
Leader 

SAT  
Michael Waal 

9:00 AM 

10:45 AM Tyler Greene 

RICH WILLIE 
Arlene Willie 
Vik Bekeris 

Barb 
Hoppensteadt 

VIK BEKERIS   
Dave Stangle 

Sharon Stangle 
Carol Engstrom 

JOHN 
BOEHLER 

Darren Walloch 
Don Koerner 

Jessica Panella 
Ron Mudge 

 

Chris Swanson 

 

 

If you aren’t currently involved in a ministry at 
Shepherd of the Prairie and would like to find your 

niche, please contact  Donna Kelly through the church 
office or Donna@sotpmail.com 

Sound  
5:00 SAT Dan Wills Dan Wills Dick Brush Dick Brush 
9:00 AM Jim Rice Tom Polzin Jim Rice Tom Polzin 

10:45 AM Brian Ott Tim Torkelson Brian Ott Tim Torkelson 

 
 

Brian Ott 


