
Statement of Purpose 
“We care for God’s children of all ages by growing disciples who make disciples.” 

Congregational 
Newsletter 
February 2017 

ARE YOU READY? 

 January: Shales McNutt Construction Began         
the Bidding Process 

 February: Shales McNutt Construction                     
Concludes the Bidding Process 

 March: Decisions to be made from the Building 
Team and Congregation 

 April 23rd, 2017 Groundbreaking!!!! 
 

Visit your Building Team Corner to view the Display Boards        
showcasing the materials to be used to adorn our New Sanctuary,           

Narthex, Office Space, and the Music & Education wing. 
 

And YES, The Future is NOW! 
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ

Life can consume us and overwhelm us. Maybe you woke up today 
and found it difficult to find the words to pray? 

Do you have those times when you sit down to pray; your heart is 
full, but the words just won’t come? It’s for those times that God 
provides us with the words as God invites us to pray the scriptures. 

As I am writing this message I am spending a few days away doing 
some planning for the Lenten season.  I am excited that we are 
going to use the Reformation 500 to spend some time during Lent 
digging into Luther’s Small Catechism. 

When I awake and the awesomeness of God fills my heart, I’m 
often at a loss for words.  There are other days when I am full with 
the concerns of this world and don’t seem to know what to pray. It is 
on those days that I find the Psalm helpful. The Psalmist has 
already put what is in my heart into words and by repeating his 
words my heart is opened.  The Psalmist prayer and my prayer 
combine to personalize my praise and need. 

Such a Psalm is Psalm 19 and this is a brief reflection on how using 
the Psalms for prayer might be helpful. 

The Psalm begins “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies 
proclaim the work of his hands.  Day after day they pour forth 
speech; night after night they display knowledge.” 

What God has created evidences all that God is; moreover, it 
proves the constancy of God’s relationship with us.  As morning 
follows morning, God continues with God’s creation as eagerly and 
as enthusiastically as when God first created.  Nothing is hidden 
from God; yet, God remains.  For this, I give my heartfelt praise! 

The Psalmist goes on to say that “the law of the Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul.”   

To enable us to remain with God, God has given us rules to live by 
– rules that make our life easier 
or, as the Psalmist says, “giving 
joy to the heart and light to the 
eyes.” 

Thank you, Lord, for giving me 
purpose and direction for my 
life.  Oh that I would live my life 

(Continued on page 3) 

A Note From Pastor Mark 
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according to your purpose! And with the Psalmist, I pray, “Forgive 
my hidden faults and keep me from willful sins; may they not rule 
over me.” 

I confess that I often put my will before God’s.  But, oh, how joyfully 
I echo the psalm’s closing verse -- “May the words of my mouth and 
the meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my 
Rock and my Redeemer.” 

For you, O Lord, who are my strength have also redeemed me 
through your Son, Jesus! 

I invite you to consider using the Psalms to give you words to pray? 
Be surprised how the Psalmist words become your words to inspire 
and help you serve through the day. 

Try taking one verse at a time, praying it over and over and 
listening, as the words begin to speak to you.  I know you will find 
peace in your heart; open to the Spirit’s urging and knowing that 
your praise, your confession, your thanksgiving, and your requests 
have touched the heart of God. 

Pastor Mark 

As we continue our Reformation 500 
journey, it's time to consider those key 
principles that help define who we are as 
Lutherans.  Why is this even 
important?  Because it's vital to know 
who we are if we're to be faithful 
followers of Jesus who serve our 
neighbor in need.  So during the month 
of February, we'll consider what it means 
to live by these Lutheran principles: 
Scripture Alone, Christ Alone, Grace Alone, Faith Alone.  Come join 
us!  We meet on Sunday mornings at 10:20, and on Wednesdays 
at 11 am and 7 pm. Questions? Feel free to contact Pastor Bill 
at bwaxenberg@gmail.com.  We hope to see YOU there!  

Pastor Bill 

Adult Education News 

A Note From Pastor Mark Cont. 
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Ministry Musings 
The second word in our journey of 
a life with God in simple words is 
THANKS.  Thanks is more than 
being grateful for what we have, 
especially at Thanksgiving time or 
when we say grace at meals.  
Thankfulness, or gratitude can be 
a way of life.  It’s seeing what we 
have, or don’t have, and being 
appreciative for being exactly 
where we are.  It’s knowing that 
God cares for us just as he did for Israel in the wilderness with daily 
manna.  What we have may not always be what we want, but it is 
what we need. 

The world around us certainly doesn’t send that message.  Our 
society perpetuates a never-enough system.  We are bombarded 
nearly every moment by internet ads, billboards, store displays, and 
TV commercials and the shows themselves, that tell us the lie that if 
we have a newer car, a bigger or more up to date home, an 
overabundance of shoes or clothes, the newest phone or app, 
another fancy vacation, the most delectable foods or any of hundreds 
of other things that we will be happier, smarter or more “with it”; then 
we will have arrived, we will be happy and satisfied.  And so often we 
fall for it; and we work more and more to get more and more - more 
food, more clothing, more drink, more “stuff”, always more, more, 
more. 

But THANKS, realizing our dependence upon God and being thankful 
for what we have and who we are at this moment can free us from 
the addition of never-enough.  It liberates us to see ourselves as 
Gog’s cherished creatures and as part of his creation rather than self-
made consumers in a never-enough economic system. 

We are called and challenged to live in a relationship of gratitude with 
our God saying, “THANKS for this breath, THANKS for this tear, for 
this memory, for this moment, this meal, this music or whatever we 
are living HERE and now. 

When we turn toward God and his wonders with appreciation instead 
of longing (or coveting), then what we have can become enough. 

There is a Jewish song that has been a significant part of the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Passover celebration for over a thousand years.  That song features 
the word dayenu which means, “It would have been enough”.  Part 
of that song goes like this: 

If God had brought us out of Egypt, dayenu-it would        
have been enough. 

If God had fed us manna, dayenu-it would have been 
enough. 

If God had given us the Torah, dayenu-it would have           
been enough. 

And we can add: 

If God had sent Jesus to die and rise, dayenu-it would           
have been enough. 

If God had sent his Spirit, dayenu-it would have been 
enough. 

If God have given us our family, dayenu-it would have          
been enough. 

If God had brought us to our church home, dayenu-it          
would have been enough. 

May you and I be able to say in our lives, “What you              
have given Lord, dayenu”. 

Donna Kelly 

(Continued from page 4) 

Ministry Musings Cont. 

 

Planning is underway for our 22nd Annual 
multi-congregational Palm Sunday ecumenical 
choral concert and prayer service.  Rehearsals 
begin on Monday, February 27th and will 
continue each Monday.  There will also be some additional Saturday 
rehearsals to accommodate our busy singers and directors.  This 
year’s concert will be held at St. Catherine of Siena in West Dundee 
on Sunday, April 9 at 3 PM. 

All Christian singers (members and non-members) are invited to join, 
we can always use more good voices!  Please RSVP to Jane 
McMullen at Jane@sotpmail.com if you will be singing with us. 
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Hugs and smiles from Grafton Food Pantry and Turning Point.  
They both wanted to make sure to send A HUGE THANK 
YOU to all of you for the gifts!  They so appreciate all that 
Shepherd of the Prairie does for them.   

We had 11 families from Turning Point, in Woodstock, 15 
families from Grafton Food Pantry for a total of 122 gifts 
and gift cards.   

We also received six children quilts, made by Liss Kundick, 
and they were given to six young girls from Turning 
Point.  Our quilters gave 11 quilts, and 11 families from 
Turning Point received those.  A big big thank you to my 8 
helpers: Frances, Sue, Mary, Janet, Elaine, Carol, Judie and 
Beverly who sorted all the gifts.  Thank you to the two drivers, 
Don and Judie who helped deliver the gifts.   

If it wasn't for these helpers, nothing would have gone 
smooth, even though we lost family #2 in sorting.  Delivering 
these gifts we get to see how each agency helps people in 
need. 

And THANK YOU again to our wonderful congregation who 
bought gifts/gift cards for these families.  If you ever get a 
chance to visit Grafton Food Pantry or Turning Point, please 
do so as you will be amazed to see how each 
agency works and what their needs are.    

Many blessings to all, Barb Hoppensteadt 

 

The weekend of February 11 & 12 our crafters are 
hosting a bake sale before & after all services.  All 
proceeds will go toward purchasing craft supplies 
for our Crafters. 

Please help bake for our bake sale.  Drop off baked 
goods at church beginning Thursday, February 10 
from 9:00 am - Noon. 

Did you know….  Everything made for the craft shows is donated.  This 
allows all of the proceeds to go directly toward the new building addition.  

Thank you for your support! 
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If you have been worshipping with us for a while here at SOTP 
and would like to know more about us as a worshipping 
community, we would love to have you join us at our New 
Member Gathering. We will be offering the gathering on 
Sunday, February 12th from 3:00 - 5:30 pm. This will be an 
opportunity for you to learn more about the life and ministry of 
SOTP and for you to consider prayerfully whether or not you 
want to formally become a member of the SOTP family. 

We will welcome new members on the 
following weekend, February 18th & 19th. 
If you have any questions, please contact 
either Pastor Mark or Donna Kelly 
through the church office. 

The directories have arrived,               
the directories have arrived!! 

Our new SOTP family albums have are here at 
last!  If you had your photo taken by Lifetouch 
or your photo was submitted, there is a free 
directory with your name on it in the Crossroads for you to 
pick up. If you did not have your photo taken or submitted for 
this directory, you can purchase one for $10 through the 
office. The $10 will be used to purchase additional directories 
as needed for when new members join SOTP in the future. 

If you have any questions, please contact Donna Kelly 
through the church office or via email at 
donna@sotpmail.com. 

 

We are now accepting registrations for the 2017-2018 school 
year.  We have programs for children ages 2-4 (by September 
1, 2017).  Children do not need to be potty trained.  Our 
class sizes are small (not more than 10-12 per class).  1, 2 or 
3 day classes available to both members and non-members.  
For more information please contact Jill Gillming at 
LittleLambs@sotpmail.com or go to our website and look 
under FORMS for CLASS REGISTRATION. 



8  

 

We are happy to say we are only 
looking for volunteers for 
March and April! Thank you to 
all who have volunteered so far!  
If you can help for either or 
these two months, please either: 
 Sign up on the church website 
 Email Jill Brown  jillbrown14@yahoo.com 
 Email Becky Hennessey k.b.hennessy@sbcglobal.net 
Thank you!  

A   ,  
   

 SOTP  
“F  P ”  

    

February 4 & 5 
Cereal &       

Soup 
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LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 

Once again, we are looking forward 
to the fellowship shared with our 
Lenten Soup Suppers at 6:00 pm 
followed by our Lenten services at 
7:00 pm.  Here is a schedule of the groups that will be     
providing dinners for those nights: 

 M  8, Shepherd’s Voices (Adult Choir) 
 M  15, Greeters 
 M  22, Ushers 
 M  29, Quilters & Fun for All Ages 
 A  5, Welcome Center & Mission Team 

Coming soon…..  Coffee House Evenings with the 
Youth Band!  Watch for details to come….. 

COMING SOON…..  COFFEE HOUSE.... 



10  

 

 
I 

.  

. 

CONGREGATIONAL RESOURCING EVENT 2017 
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YOUTH CULTURE & TRENDS 

Activity and Activism With the UNICEF Kid Power Band, 
children can change the world while getting exercise. The 

Fitbit-like bracelet has a mobile app 
that encourages physical activity with 
videos from stars. When kids earn 
points by meeting their step goals, 
UNICEF sends food packets to 
hungry children around the world. 
(unicefkidpower.org) 

Built for Play While working at Lego’s experimental lab in 
Denmark, Carlos Arturo Torres designed Iko, a prosthetic arm 
that accommodates a variety of toy-like attachments. The arm, 
which encourages play with friends, is expected to be cheaper 
than regular prostheses. (designawards.core77.com)         

TEACHABLE MOMENTS 
Knot a Problem! 
Together, read 2 Timothy 3:16 once or 
twice. Have everyone try writing (or saying) 
the verse in their own words.  

Next, take a one-foot length of rope or 
clothesline. Say: I’m going to hold one end 
of the rope in each hand and tie a knot without letting go of the 
ends. It seems impossible, right? 

Let family members try to come up with a solution. After a few 
minutes, lay the rope out straight on a table. Cross your arms 
over your chest, lean over, and pick up the ends of the rope 
with your arms still crossed. Then unfold your arms to reveal 
the tied knot. 

Say: Without God’s guidance in the Bible, it’s impossible to 
make good decisions. The Bible teaches us to do what’s right 
and how to love as God loves us. Without the Bible, it’s 
impossible to know how to live a life of love that pleases God. 

Close in prayer: Thank you, God, for communicating with us 
through your Word, the Bible. Help us read it often to learn 
about you. Amen. 
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Take advantage of local and 
church libraries, online 
resources, and experts at 
Christian bookstores. 

Read the Bible to children 
and let them see you 
reading it. Use your one-
on-one reading time to read 
from God’s Word. Also 
model a love for Scripture 
by letting kids see you read, 
discuss, and live it regularly. 

Partner with your church. 
Parents and churches can 
work together to help 
children discover Jesus’ 
message of love and 
salvation. Talk to your 
pastor and Sunday school 
teachers for ideas about 
nurturing your children’s 
growing relationship with 
Jesus. 

Adapt as your children 
grow. Watch for cues that 
children have outgrown 
Bible storybooks. Preteens 
might prefer using a Bible 
app on their phones. After 
reading with older kids, ask 
questions that encourage 
them to dig deeper into 
God’s Word.  

www.greggornat ion.com 

SHARE GOD’S LOVE LETTER WITH CHILDREN 

Today we equate 
communication with texts, 
posts, emails, and other digital 
methods. But God uses his 
Word, the Bible, to 
communicate truths about his 
Son Jesus, who’s also called 
the Word (see John 1:1). 

It’s never too early to help 
children dive in to the Bible—
God’s ultimate love letter. Best 
of all, you don’t need a theology 
degree or teaching credentials 
to help your kids love Scripture. 
Take these simple steps to 
spark a passion for God’s 
Word. 

Find age-appropriate 
resources. Look for books 
and materials that build spiritual 
development at your child’s 
interest and reading levels.  

POWERSOURCE 
ASK GOD: 

1. To give your children a deep 
hunger for his Word. 

2. To help your family members 
apply the Bible to daily life. 

3. To guide your children as they 
“hide” God’s Word in their hearts 
(see Psalm 119:11). 
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www.greggornat ion.com 

INSTILL A DEEP LOVE FOR THE BIBLE 
These age-appropriate guidelines from Children’s Ministry Magazine 
will help you tailor the Bible’s message to your children as they 
grow.   Ages 2 to 5 Preschoolers’ attention span is only two to 10 
minutes. They learn by touching objects and through repetition. Par-
aphrase Bible accounts and highlight only main points. 
   Ages 6 to 9 By this age, children’s attention span is 10 to 20 
minutes. They think concretely and focus on people’s actions. Pro-
vide more details, and then let kids share a Bible passage in their 
own words. 
   Ages 10 to 12 Most preteens have heard many Bible accounts 
often. They need to know, “So what?” Offer modern-day applica-
tions, because kids learn more when they see how God’s Word ap-
plies to them personally. 

A  I  O  If your children enjoy playing 
pretend and dress up, encourage them to 
act out various Bible accounts. Read 
directly from the Bible and then help kids 
search for fun props (a stuffed whale for 
Jonah, building blocks for the wall of 
Jericho, a doll for baby Jesus, and so on). 

“T  B-I-B-L-E” Many children absorb 
new information quickly through music. 
Plus, it’s fun! At home or in the car, sing 
songs about Bible people and events. 
Many praise songs come directly from 
Scripture verses. 

T  U  G  P  More 
than 40 people wrote the Bible throughout 
1,500 years in three different languages. 
Yet the book fits together perfectly! What 
if your family decided to write a book and 
each person was responsible for a 
chapter or two? What would you each 
write about? The book might be 
interesting, but it wouldn’t fit together. Ask 
family members to each write (or tell) a 
description of the same movie. Compare 
to see how similar or different the 
descriptions are. Next, read how different 
Bible writers present the same event; for 
example, see Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-
11; and Luke 3:21-22. 

H  G ’  W   Y  H  If 
you want your kids to learn Bible 
verses, keep it simple and fun. For 
longer passages, family members can 
each read a different section and retell 
it in their own words. 
I C  S  C  N  Have family 
members each try drawing two self-
portraits—one while blindfolded and 
one while they can see. Then compare 
the results. Ask: “What was the 
difference in the outcome when you 
could see?” Say: “The Bible helps us 
see ourselves clearly. It tells us how 
God sees us, too. God loves each of 
us!” Read aloud James 1:22-25. Ask: 
“What do these verses tell us about 
the Bible?” Say: “The Bible comes to 
us straight from God. We can follow its 
directions and clearly see the way to 
go in life.” 
B  E  Take turns seeing 
how far you can read 2 Timothy 3:16-
17 in one breath. (Younger kids can 
blow out their breath while someone 
reads.) After several tries, read the 
verses normally. Ask: “What do these 
verses say about the Bible? Why is 
the Bible important? How does Jesus 
speak to us through the Bible?” Say: 
“One thing Jesus shares in the Bible is 
his love. To hear more about that, 
keep reading the Bible!”  
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(Continued on page 15) 
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(Continued from page 14) 
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If you aren’t currently involved in ministry at                  
Shepherd of the Prairie and would like to find  

your niche, please contact  
Donna Kelly at                                               

donna@sotpmail.com or the 
church office at  847/669-9448.                                              

 

There are so many different  ways to 
get involved, you are one of our 

missing pieces! 
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2016 GIVING STATEMENTS 

Giving Statements for 2016 were     
available for pick-up at the church    
January 21-29.  We hope you were able 
to pick up your statement but if not they 
will be mailed to your home.  If we have 
winter address for you it will mailed direct.   

Questions or concerns about your statement?  Please contact 
Sue Wehnes 224-569-2808 or susanwehnes@sbcglobal.net 
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Pastor Mark Boster 
847-515-2713 (Home) 

pastormark@sotpmail.com 
 

Pastor Bill Waxenberg 
Director of Adult Education 
pastorbill@sotpmail.com 

 

Greg Dowell 
Youth and Family Ministries Coordinator 

greg@sotpmail.com 
 

Jane McMullen 
Director of Music & Worship 

jane@sotpmail.com 
 

Dennis Lilla 
Technology Support Manager 

Donna Kelly 

Michelle Rankin 

Michael Waal 

 

Dave Shotick 
Accounting Administrator 

dave@sotpmail.com
 

Jill Gillming, Little Lambs Preschool   
LittleLambs@sotpmail.com 

 

Annette Boster, Cherub Choir 
 

Michael Waal,  
Blessings & Treasures Choirs 

 

Denise James, Joy Ringers 
 

Michael Parmele 
Sunday School Director 

 

Sue Wehnes, Renae Greene 
Contributions Secretaries 

 

Congregation Council 
Mike McCann, President 

Matt Greene, Vice President 

Amy Brittain, Secretary 

Jim Henley, Treasurer 

Adam Adams 
Marlene Boehler 

Cliff Dungey 
Bud Hansen 

Bob McDuffee 


